EMBRACING THE CHANGES
Deepen Faith - Nurture Hope - Celebrate Life

Beginning Sunday, November 27, 2011, the First Sunday of Advent, there will be changes
in the Eucharistic Liturgy, the Mass. Preparing for these changes will provide us with an
opportunity to examine and renew our celebration of the Eucharistic Liturgy that stands at the
heart of Catholic Christian Life, and to deepen our understanding and appreciation of the
Liturgy, nurture liturgical practices that will lead to fuller liturgical participation, and celebrate
the Liturgy with renewed purpose.

GUIDE TO UNFAMILIAR WORDS IN THE REVISED TRANSLATION , PART 111

Some of the words used in the new translation of the Mass may be unfamiliar to some
Catholics. This week we finish providing a list of definitions that may help to increase your
understanding of the rich theology that underlies these texts.

Mediator: One who unites or reconciles separate or opposing parties. Thus, Jesus Christ is the
“one mediator between God and the human race” (1 Tm 2:5). Through his sacrificial offering he
has become high priest and unique mediator who has gained for us access to the Father through
the Holy Spirit.

Oblation: A gift or sacrifice offered to God.

Paschal: Referring to Christ’s work of redemption accomplished through his Passion, Death,
Resurrection, and Ascension. Through the Paschal Mystery, Jesus destroyed our death and
restored us to life. The Paschal Mystery is celebrated and made present in the Liturgy so that we
can obtain the fruit of Jesus’ death and Resurrection, that is, the forgiveness of our sins and the
new life of the Holy Spirit.

Patriarchs: Title given to the venerable ancestors or “fathers” of the Semitic peoples, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, who received God’s promise of election.

Precursor: One who comes before as a herald. John the Baptist is the precursor of Jesus.

Provident grace: The free and undeserved gift that God gives us as he protects and governs all
creation.

Redemption: Jesus Christ is our Savior and Redeemer because he frees us from our sin through
his sacrificial death on the Cross.

Temporal: What pertains to this world of time and history, as opposed to what pertains to God,
such as our new life in Christ through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Venerate: To show devotion and respect to holy things and people. Catholics venerate relics and

saints. Veneration must be clearly distinguished from adoration and worship, both of which
pertain solely to the Trinity and Jesus as the Son of God.

Based upon Roman Missal Formational Materials provided by the Secretariat for the
Liturgy of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2010.

Best suggested resource: www.usccb.org/romanmissal/
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