EMBRACING THE CHANGES
Deepen Faith - Nurture Hope - Celebrate Life

Beginning Sunday, November 27, 2011, the First Sunday of Advent, there will be changes
in the Eucharistic Liturgy, the Mass. Preparing for these changes will provide us with an
opportunity to examine and renew our celebration of the Eucharistic Liturgy that stands at the
heart of Catholic Christian Life, and to deepen our understanding and appreciation of the
Liturgy, nurture liturgical practices that will lead to fuller liturgical participation, and celebrate
the Liturgy with renewed purpose.

GUIDE TO UNFAMILIAR WORDS IN THE REVISED TRANSLATION , PART 11

Some of the words used in the new translation of the Mass may be unfamiliar to some
Catholics. This week we continue providing a list of definitions that may help to increase your
understanding of the rich theology that underlies these texts.

Godhead: The mystery of one God in three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Homage: The honor, respect, and reverence due to another. Homage is especially due to God,
for He is eternal, all good, all holy, and all loving.

Implore: To plead, beseech, or ask with humility. This is an example of the self-deprecatory
language in the Roman Missal that helps to express our dependence on God. We humbly beg the
Father to hear and answer our prayers, for we ask them in the power of the Holy Spirit and in the
name of Jesus.

Incarnation: The Son of God assumed human nature and became man by being conceived by
the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary. Jesus is true God and true man. As man, the Son
of God obtained our salvation. The use of this term in the Nicene Creed indicates that Jesus’
birth has a significance beyond that of any other human birth.

Ineffable: That which cannot be conceived or expressed fully (see 1 Cor 2:6-9). One cannot, for
example, adequately describe in concepts and words the mystery of the Trinity or the mystery of
the Incarnation.

Infusion: The Holy Spirit is poured into the hearts and souls of believers, and so they are filled,
or infused, with grace.

Intercessor: One who makes a petition on behalf of others. Our unique intercessor is Jesus
Christ, who intercedes on our behalf with the Father (see Rom 8:34). The priest at Mass acting in
the person of Christ intercedes on behalf of the whole Church.

Justification: The gracious action by which God frees us from sin and makes us holy and
righteous before him.

Lord, God of Hosts: From the word “sabaoth,” hosts are the invisible powers that work at
God’s command over heaven and earth.
Based upon Roman Missal Formational Materials provided by the Secretariat for the

Liturgy of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2010.

Best suggested resource: www.usccb.org/romanmissal/
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