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Penance isn’t just for Lent

When expecting an honored guest, we make efforts to
ensure our home is warm and welcoming. In a sense,
that’s what the season of Advent allows us to do.

We spend the four weeks before Christmas making
our hearts warm and welcoming for Jesus.

Performing acts of penance helps with the spiritual
house cleaning necessary to get our hearts ready for

something during Advent, you can celebrate on
Christmas by enjoying what you gave up. Then
you will greet the newborn Savior with increased
joy.
Performing works of mercy - either corporal
or spiritual — express in visible ways the
conversion of our hearts. Corporal works include
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Christmas.

Fasting. Ever prepare for a special dinner by eating a
light lunch or skipping it all together? The idea was to
make room for your favorite foods. When you deny yourself

from

cripture

This gospel is from the first Sunday of
Advent. We are preparing to celebrate
the birth of Our Lord, his first
coming. Christmas is a time of
joy, for Jesus came to us in
human form to redeem us
from our sins.

But Advent is a time
for us to prepare for
the second coming
of Christ. In the
Creed we say,
“...he will come
again in glory to
judge the living
and the dead.” We
don’t know when this will
happen. It could tomorrow; it could be
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(\ lives so everyone may come to

Mark 13:33-37,
Be watchful, be alert

10,000 years from now. Jesus’ message
is to be watchful and alert for his
coming.
To be watchful involves getting
our individual lives in order.
Christ gave us the sacraments so
we can do this, especially the
Sacrament of Penance.
Being in a state of grace
means we are prepared to
meet Jesus.
However, this preparation
involves each of us gathering
the harvest. It means each of
us being a missionary in our

know and love the Lord when they
come face to face with God.

Feasts & ¥
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Celebration

In November we celebrate the saints
on All Saints Day (Nov. 1) and pray
for our loved ones and souls in
Purgatory on All Souls Day (Nov. 2).

Nov. 17 - St. Elizabeth of Hungary
(1231). The daughter of the King of
Hungary, Elizabeth chose a life of
penance and service. Married at the age
of 14, her beloved husband was killed
after only six years of marriage. She
joined the Secular Franciscan Order
and spent the last years of her life
caring for the poor. She is the patron of
Catholic charities.

Nov. 22 - St. Cecilia (230). A native

of Rome, St. Cecilia was forced to
marry although she wanted to
consecrate herself to God. She
eventually converted her husband and
both were martyred for the faith. She is
the patroness of musicians.

Nov. 20 - Solemnity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ the King. God promised
his people a king who will be
triumphant over their
enemies. Jesus is our =
King. In Baptism and G/( GS\
Confirmation, we are .
brought under his
kingship.

feeding the hungry, offering food and clothing to
people who don’t have adequate supply. Spiritual
works include comforting the sorrowful, praying for the
living and the dead, and bearing wrongs patiently.

2 Why is the Mass
A changing?

This Advent the Mass will undergo
some changes. Why is the Church doing
that? What's wrong with the Mass as we
know it now?

The basic structure of
the Mass has been the
same throughout the
history of the Church.
However, the details and
words have undergone

some changes over the centuries. The
last major changes took place after
Vatican Council II in the 1960s.

The Mass is in Latin, the official
language of the Church. It was
translated into the common language of
each country so the entire congregation
could understand what was being said.
The translation into English was done
for all English-speaking countries. This
translation was put into effect in the
1970s. That's what we've used ever since.

As time went on, it was realized that
not all the prayers were accurate
renditions of the original Latin. Since all
Catholics deserve to have an accurate
translation of the Mass, work on a new
translation was begun several years ago.
The final version will be implemented
on November 27.
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MISSION STATEMENT

God has called us to be Christian witnesses by the
precious gift of our Catholic faith through Baptism. Just
as Saint Anne had a role in God’s plan so do each of us.
We are called to faithfully teach and live the message of
Jesus. We listen to God’s word, grow in our
understanding of it and respond to it through outreach and
service in our own parish as well as the wider community.
We exercise our responsibility to develop and see the gifts
God has given us for the common good and to insure that
our Eucharistic celebrations are truly joyful and
meaningful.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Baptisms are held the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month
at 12:30 PM. Expectant parents are to call the Parish
Office, six months before the birth of their child for
preparation information. Please do not choose
Godparents until you receive the established Church
guidelines for Godparents.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Couples seeking the Sacrament of Marriage should call
the parish office six months before the marriage date. A
Marriage date cannot be given until the couple has talked
with the parish priest.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK

If there is anyone at home who cannot get to Mass and the
Sacraments because of illness or age, please call the
parish office at anytime to request the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

Those interested in becoming Catholic or in learning more
about the Catholic faith meet weekly. Call the parish office
or e-mail rcia@stanneparish.org for more information.

STEWARDSHIP PARISH

We are a stewardship parish. This means that every
parishioner with an income is asked to use a Sunday
envelope, since we expect to meet our needs from the one
collection at the Presentation of the Gifts.

NEW PARISHIONERS

All new families are warmly welcomed to Saint Anne
Parish and we ask that you register your family by calling
the parish office during office hours.

Parish Office — 630-554-3331; stanne@stanneparish.org
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The greatest among you
must be your servant.

--Matthew 23:11




