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Love is the reason for this season

At Christmas time, we are asked to reach into
ourselves and bring out only what is kind, N
generous, and loving. To help, remember
that an unimaginable love is the reason
for this season.

“For God so loved the world that he
gave his only son, so that everyone who
believes in him might not perish but
might have eternal life” (John 3:16). God

son. And Jesus’ love is so great that he became
one of us so we can share more fully in the
Father’s love.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us” (John 1:14). At Christmas, we
celebrate the moment when God chose to
share our experience in the world. And we

are asked to reach beyond our friends and
family to share God’s love with the world. This

X
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loves us so much that he denies us nothing that
will draw us to him in Heaven, not even his only

fromS .
cripture

On December 25 we celebrate the
birth of Jesus. But just who is Jesus
and what does he mean to us?
This question has been
asked for thousands of
years.

John tells us in this
Gospel. Jesus is the
Word, the Second
Person of the Trinity.
He is the source of life.
He enlightens us about
God and his nature.
Grace and truth come
to us through Christ.
To know Jesus is to
know God.

At the same time Jesus took on our

John 1:1-18,
Who Is Jesus?

humanity. He lived as we live. He
experienced what we experience. He
knows what it’s like to be hungry
and thirsty, to be tired, to be
tempted. God understands us.
Many who saw Jesus in the
flesh rejected him. They
didn't recognize him as the
Messiah. We each have to
make a choice about
Jesus. Do we choose
Jesus as our personal
Messiah, our savior?
Do we live our lives
as if we are children of
God? If our answers are “yes,”
then Jesus is the one to whom we
turn for enlightenment and grace.

Celebrations

Dec. 9 - St. Juan Diego (1548). A
simple, humble Native American who
became a faithful Christian, Juan Diego
was visited by the Blessed Virgin. She
asked him to petition the bishop of
Mexico for a chapel in her honor, and
gave him roses for the bishop as a sign.
When the roses were emptied from
Juan's tilma (cape) before the bishop, it
retained the beautiful image of the
Blessed Mother.

Dec. 14 - St. John of the Cross
(1591). As a Carmelite, St. John led a
reform in the Order to encourage more
prayer and simplicity. Because of a

misunderstanding, he was jailed for
nine months, but some of his beautiful
spiritual writing came from this
experience. His mystical-poetical
reflections showed his love of prayer.
Dec. 21 - St. Peter Canisius (1597).
Born in Holland, he was ordained into
the Society of Jesus
and worked
strenuously through
his writings and
teachings to
safeguard the
Catholic faith.
His work, The
Catechism of
the Catholic
Church, is still
used today.

year, your gift to Jesus can be a heart ready to
receive and spread his love.

Q Is it okay to miss
& Mass on Sunday
A if I am busy?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
(CCC) says, “On Sundays and other
holy days of obligation the faithful are
bound to participate in the Mass” (CCC,
2180). “Those who
deliberately fail in this
obligation commit a grave
sin” (CCC, 2181). This
excludes those who cannot
attend for unavoidable
reasons such as illnesses or
infirmity, for example.

Life can get so busy that when Sunday
comes around each week, it becomes
just another day to run errands or catch
up on chores. Yet, God intended the
Sabbath (Sunday for Catholics) to be a
holy day of rest for us when we
reconnect with him. That’s one of the
reasons he gave us the Third
Commandment.

Attending Mass each week is not just
something we have to do, it is
something we get to do. At Mass, each
faithful Catholic is fed with abundant
graces. We know that our Lord is truly
present in the Eucharist, and we receive
his body and blood in this Sacrament.
The Mass is a precious gift to us. Try not
to miss even one.
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Oswego Council #7247 Knights of Columbus
For Information and Hall Rentals: Contact: Jim Boban, 630-554-9813 or
E-mail: kc7247il@yahoo.com
Web Page: www.oswegoke.org
Become a Knight: Contact Leo, 630-554-3755

KNIGHTS HOR D’OEUVRES FOR CHARITY
Saturday, December 3rd, 2011- Amvets Post #103, 1194 Jericho Road, Aurora
Doors open at 6:00 PM; Hors d’oeuvres served between 7:00 and 8:30 PM
DJ and Dancing from 8:30-10:00 PM
Cash Bar
For tickets call Maureen, 630-859-3492; Tom, 630-897-9356
$15.00 in advance or $20.00 at the door

TOY DRIVE
December 1st through 7th - Brier Hall
Used and new toys are welcome. Please remember the KC drive when doing your Christmas Shopping.

CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST
December 4th - 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Brier Hall
Ham, fresh scrambled eggs, breakfast potato, toast, juice, coffee and milk
FREE WILL OFFERING - Proceeds to KC Charities
KC Ladies Auxiliary will be doing a variety of activities for children.
For information call Joe, 630-554-3884 or Mike, 630-551-3180.

THANKS TO THE KNIGHTS.....
.....and their friends who each 4th Saturday of the month join together at 9:00 AM to pray the Rosary at the
Planned Parenthood Center in Aruora.

SAINT ANNE SENIORS —S.A.S.

December 1st - SAS Christmas Lunch party. New date and time. Social starts 11:30
AM. Lunch catered by Upper Crust at 12:30 PM. Entertainment choir to follow.
Cost: $10.00. Please send checks to Doris Wright, Treasurer. Bring scarves, hats, mittens for the Kendall
County Food Pantry.

Saint Anne Seniors group meets the 2nd Thursday of every month at 1:30 PM in the Joachim Center.
Please join us for fun and companionship. All registered parishioners 55 and older are invited to join the

Saint Anne Seniors (SAS) group.

Send payment to Doris Wright, treasurer, 630-264-3023.
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MISSION STATEMENT

God has called us to be Christian witnesses by the
precious gift of our Catholic faith through Baptism. Just
as Saint Anne had a role in God’s plan so do each of us.
We are called to faithfully teach and live the message of
Jesus. We listen to God’s word, grow in our
understanding of it and respond to it through outreach and
service in our own parish as well as the wider community.
We exercise our responsibility to develop and see the gifts
God has given us for the common good and to insure that
our Eucharistic celebrations are truly joyful and
meaningful.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Baptisms are held the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month
at 12:30 PM. Expectant parents are to call the Parish
Office, six months before the birth of their child for
preparation information. Please do not choose
Godparents until you receive the established Church
guidelines for Godparents.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Couples seeking the Sacrament of Marriage should call
the parish office six months before the marriage date. A
Marriage date cannot be given until the couple has talked
with the parish priest.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK

If there is anyone at home who cannot get to Mass and the
Sacraments because of illness or age, please call the
parish office at anytime to request the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

Those interested in becoming Catholic or in learning more
about the Catholic faith meet weekly. Call the parish office
or e-mail rcia@stanneparish.org for more information.

STEWARDSHIP PARISH

We are a stewardship parish. This means that every
parishioner with an income is asked to use a Sunday
envelope, since we expect to meet our needs from the one
collection at the Presentation of the Gifts.

NEW PARISHIONERS

All new families are warmly welcomed to Saint Anne
Parish and we ask that you register your family by calling
the parish office during office hours.

Parish Office — 630-554-3331; stanne@stanneparish.org
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Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when the time will come.

-—-Mark 13:33




